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pottery vessels of various shapes and sizes, with ring-stands ;
iron swords, daggers, arrows, trisulas or tridents, mamutis
(spades), saucer-lamps, tripods, etc., bronze jars, cups and
sieves, and figures of large-horned buffaloes, and grotesque
birds; carnelian beads; stone curry-grinding rollers; and
many other objects. The discoveries further included a
few diadems, of the same shape as those found at Mycenae,
consisting of thin oval gold plates, which were bound round
the foreheads of the corpses, probably of persons of rank.
Even at the present day, among some Tamil castes, a plain
strip of gold is placed on the forehead of the dead.
At Jaugada in the Ganjam district, is one of the various
rock-cut edicts of the Buddhist Emperor Asoka or Piyadasi
(264—227 B.C.), grandson of Chandragupta, who founded
the Maurya dynasty. The edict, which has been translated
by Dr G. Buhler, records that it was incised by order of
King Piyadasi, beloved of the gods, and refers to the
stopping of the slaughter of animals as burnt sacrifices,
and festive assemblies; the foundation of hospitals, and
cultivation of herbs, for men and animals; decorous
behaviour towards Brahmans and ascetics ; the prevention
of unjust imprisonment, and corporal punishment; religious
tours made by the King, and so forth. Other examples
of Asoka's edicts, at Siddapura, Jatinga-Ramesvara, and
Brahmagiri, in the Chitaldroog district of Mysore, have
been described by Mr L. Rice.
Near the village of Bhattiprolu in the Guntur district,
a mound, known as Lanja Dibha, and composed of a solid
mass of brickwork, covers the remains of a Buddhist stupa.
Excavations led to the discovery of three large stone
receptacles, each containing a crystal casket. Of the
caskets, two have the lids shaped like a Buddhist dagoba,
and the remaining one is a cylindrical phial 2\ inches in
diameter x I \ inch in height Within the stone receptacles
were found gold flowers, trisulas, trinacrias, and beads ;
to—2

